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 Section  From  To  
1.2 Key Dates Notification of 

Selection for Final 
Pitch Day 

March 19, 2021 

Pitch Deck and 
Pitch Presentation 
Training 

Week of March 
22, 2021 
Mandatory 

Due date for Volume 
2 (Business and 
Cost Proposal), and 
2A (Slide Deck) 

April 15, 2021 

Pitch Day  April 20-21, 
2021  

Proposal Review May 4, 2021 
Awards Announced May 7, 2021 
Projects Start May 24, 2021 
Student Intern 
Orientation 

May 31, 2021 
 

Notification of 
Selection for Final 
Pitch Day 

May 10, 2021 

Pitch Deck and 
Pitch Presentation 
Training 

Week of May 
11, 2021 
Mandatory 

Due date for Volume 
2 (Business and 
Cost Proposal), and 
2A (Slide Deck) 

June 3, 2021 

Pitch Day  Week of June 
7, 2021  

Proposal Review Week of June 
21, 2021 

Awards Announced June 25, 2021 
Projects Start July 12, 2021 
Student Intern 
Orientation 

July 19, 2021 
 

2.3 anticipated 
Award Date 
and Notice to 
Proceed 

As discussed on the cover page of this 
announcement, awards are anticipated to be 
made in May 2021. Note that this anticipated 
date does not obligate OFRN to make any 
awards.  

As discussed on the cover page of this 
announcement, awards are anticipated to be 
made in June 2021. Note that this anticipated 
date does not obligate OFRN to make any 
awards.  

3.1.1 
Submission 
Guidelines 

For Round 5, OFRN is instituting a simplified 
submission process.   The required Technical 
Volume content is similar to that required in Air 
Force SBIR/STTR Open Topics, Pitch Days and 
Direct to Phase II’s and is intended to be 
applicable to those opportunities as well. Initial 
submission requires an 8-page Technical 
Volume, 2-page Supplemental Technical 
Volume.  A Business/Cost Volume along with a 
15-slide Pitch Deck will be required after a formal 
down select process is conducted.  More detailed 
information is included in the Technical Volume 
and higher-level information is included in the 
slide deck.  In the sole determination of OFRN, 
Proposals that exceed these page limitations 
may be disqualified from further review.  

Applicants selected to move forward in the 
process based upon a review of the Technical 
Volume, will be required to submit a 15-slide 
Pitch Deck and physically present the slide deck 
during an in person (or virtual) presentation.  
Pitch presentations will be made to the Technical 
Review Council which will base proposal scoring 
holistically on the Technical Volume, Pitch Deck 
and Pitch Presentation. Awards will be decided 
after the Pitch Presentations which will take place 

For Round 5, OFRN is instituting a simplified 
submission process.   The required Technical 
Volume content is similar to that required in Air 
Force SBIR/STTR Open Topics, Pitch Days and 
Direct to Phase II’s and is intended to be 
applicable to those opportunities as well. Initial 
submission requires an 8-page Technical 
Volume, 2-page Supplemental Technical 
Volume.  A Business/Cost Volume along with a 
15-slide Pitch Deck will be required after a 
formal down select process is conducted.  More 
detailed information is included in the Technical 
Volume and higher-level information is included 
in the slide deck.  In the sole determination of 
OFRN, Proposals that exceed these page 
limitations may be disqualified from further 
review.  

Applicants selected to move forward in the 
process based upon a review of the Technical 
Volume, will be required to submit a 15-slide 
Pitch Deck and physically present the slide deck 
during an in person (or virtual) presentation.  
Pitch presentations will be made to the Technical 
Review Council which will base proposal scoring 
holistically on the Technical Volume, Pitch Deck 
and Pitch Presentation. Awards will be decided 
after the Pitch Presentations which will take 
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on April 20-21, 2021 at a location to be 
announced. 

NOTE: OFRN projects are intended to be TRL 3 
and higher, or applied research rather than basic 
research. Technical feasibility is understood to 
have been already established. Applicants are 
required to provide information demonstrating 
that the scientific and technical merit and 
feasibility has been established. Proposals will 
not be evaluated that fail to demonstrate that 
technical merit and feasibility has been 
established or the Applicant has failed to 
demonstrate that work submitted in the feasibility 
documentation was substantially performed by 
the Applicant and/or the principal investigator 
(PI), or that the project utilizes COTS 
components in an innovative configuration or 
application.  

Applicants shall submit the Business and Cost 
Proposal and the Technical Proposal to the 
OFRN general inbox: OFRN-
Submission@parallaxresearch.org. with a carbon 
copy (CC) to Becky Mescher at 
becky.mescher@parallaxresearch.org.  

Deadlines: 

• Volume 1 (Technical) and 1A (Supplemental) 
submit no later than 5:00pm Eastern Time on 
March 4, 2021. 

• Volume 2 (Business and Cost Proposal) and 
2A (Slide Deck) submit no later than 2:00 pm 
on April 15, 2021. 

 

place during the week of June 7, 2021 at a 
location to be announced. 

NOTE: OFRN projects are intended to be TRL 3 
and higher, or applied research rather than basic 
research. Technical feasibility is understood to 
have been already established. Applicants are 
required to provide information demonstrating 
that the scientific and technical merit and 
feasibility has been established. Proposals will 
not be evaluated that fail to demonstrate that 
technical merit and feasibility has been 
established or the Applicant has failed to 
demonstrate that work submitted in the feasibility 
documentation was substantially performed by 
the Applicant and/or the principal investigator 
(PI), or that the project utilizes COTS 
components in an innovative configuration or 
application.  

Applicants shall submit the Business and Cost 
Proposal and the Technical Proposal to the 
OFRN general inbox: OFRN-
Submission@parallaxresearch.org. with a 
carbon copy (CC) to Becky Mescher at 
becky.mescher@parallaxresearch.org.  

Deadlines: 

• Volume 1 (Technical) and 1A 
(Supplemental) submit no later than 5:00pm 
Eastern Time on March 4, 2021. 

• Volume 2 (Business and Cost Proposal) and 
2A (Slide Deck) submit no later than 2:00 pm 
on June 3, 2021. 

 

3.4.1 Business 
Proposal 

The Applicant shall complete the following 
information pertaining to the Business and Cost 
Volume STRICTLY LISTED IN THIS ORDER, 
utilizing the Template provided in Appendix 6. 
Volume 2 of the proposal must be submitted by 
April 15, 2021. Note that earlier submission of 
Volume 2 is allowed.  

 

The Applicant shall complete the following 
information pertaining to the Business and Cost 
Volume STRICTLY LISTED IN THIS ORDER, 
utilizing the Template provided in Appendix 6. 
Volume 2 of the proposal must be submitted by 
June 3, 2021. Note that earlier submission of 
Volume 2 is allowed.  
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